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Writing

@ItsKieranDrew
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Academic writing
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Vocabulary

link to blog [Alex Quigley]

https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2022/11/10-creative-ways-to-teach-new-vocabulary/
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Short stories
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Grammar

https://parts-of-speech.info/. 

https://parts-of-speech.info/


Evaluation



11© Pearson Education 2023

Images
The photographer tries to 
persuade viewers that teaching is 
a rewarding profession.

Evaluate how successfully this is 
achieved.

Give three reasons for your 
opinion and examples from the 
image.
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Find/explain/evaluate
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Bullet points – find/explain/evaluate

• News comes in a few minutes

• News comes into people’s homes

• Connected to theatres, concerts halls

Almost instant access to 

information

Positive as they will be better 

informed with up-to-date 

news

Not just for news

Positive as readers will 

feel that cultural world is 

now opened up to them

Positive as readers will feel this is 

very convenient and very modern

Contrasts to going out into 

the street  
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Bullet points – find/explain/evaluate

• Lots of scientific discoveries

• Hold a conversation with a son in Antipodes

• Not matters that concern everybody

explain

why persuasive?

explain

why not persuasive?

why persuasive?

explain



Mark scheme ideas
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Text explorers

Text explorers can be used as a way into a mark scheme, or as a way 
to inspire students to stretch themselves. This can start off with some 
broad group discussion.

• Why does an explorer go to a place?

• What is the difference between a visitor and an explorer?

• What does an explorer do that a reviewer does not?
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Text explorers – lower levels

• Limited/limited comment:

o At a basic level, students are more visitors to the text – they 
find things and identify them. 

• Comment:

o At a slightly higher level, they move between visitors and 
reviewers, where they find things that may seem unconnected 
and comment on them, for example ‘an adjective which 
describes’. 
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Text explorers – mid level

• Explanation:

o At the halfway point, they are more secure reviewers – they 
explain features, for example ‘the adverb ‘dreary’ suggests 
things had been sad and boring’. 
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Text explorers – getting higher

• Exploration/developed:

o Above mid point, students become explorers. They know what 
they are looking for, and there is more detailed consideration 
of what has been gathered from the text with some sense of 
how what is found links together to show key findings 
about their expedition. This is where students look more 
closely, and comment on more than just vocabulary and 
sentence structure.
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Text explorers – top level

• Analysis/sustained:

o At the highest level, this exploration goes further, moving into 
scrutiny and overview of the whole text with an 
understanding of what is most important in the text. Here 
there is very secure awareness of how what is found links 
together to show key findings about their expedition.
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AO3 – MS activity

Comparison is limited Description of ideas and 

perspectives including 

theme, language and/or 

structure

Limited references

Comparisons are 

obvious

Comment on ideas and 

perspectives including 

theme, language and/or 

structure

Valid references References are not 

developed

Range of comparisons Explanation of ideas and 

perspectives including 

theme, language and/or 

structure

References are 

appropriate

References are relevant 

to the points

Wide range of 

comparisons

Exploration of writers’ 

ideas and perspectives 

including how the theme, 

language and/or 

structure are used

Balanced references 

from both texts

References fully support 

the points being made

Varied and 

comprehensive range of 

comparisons

Analysis of writers’ ideas 

and perspectives 

including how the theme, 

language and/or 

structure are used

Balanced, discriminating 

references from both 

texts

References clarify the 

points being made
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Key words

• comment > explain > explore > analyse

• valid > appropriate > detailed > discriminating
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Evaluation

• limited > explain > analyse

• limited > opinion > critical

• limited > appropriate > discriminating
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AO5: Paper 1 and Paper 2
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Writing organisation

• basic > aware > select

• limited > ordered > developed & connected
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AO6

• basic > range > varied

• basic > controlled > varied



Further support
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Teaching resources and support

Find the 

resources 

here

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Mocks Service

• Available for GCSE and A level English.

• Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level

o onscreen Pearson-marked with papers available for 
GCSE English Language (2.0 included) and Literature.

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf


30© Pearson Education 2023

Mocks Moderation Service

Our new moderation service allows you to provide your 
students with their mock results while supporting you/your 
teams’ marking skills. By sending in a sample of your exam 
papers, our examiners can supply commentaries and reports 
to help you understand the mark scheme and provide 
reassurance that your marking is aligned with the Edexcel 
standard for GCSE English.

Find out more here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service/mocks-moderation-service.html
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Subject Advisor contact details

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers

• 0333 016 4120 

• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus

• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com

• Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with Clare

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://twitter.com/PearsonTeachEng
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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The Full English Podcast 
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


34© Pearson Education 2023

Get involved! 
Apply here to 

become an examiner

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=1zTEjNCX00e1xRT-DjPjS1OeSHUJSntGvWARjv9IoBBUQjVDWlNIT0VBTEFQWFlEN1lRR1dPOVFVVi4u&wdLOR=cA8889667-A768-430A-9C55-2B3927FAEDBA
https://home.edexcelgateway.com/pages/job_search_view.aspx?jobId=3662&JobIndex=6&categoryList=&minsal=0&maxsal=150000&workingPatternList=&Qualification=&QualificationGroup=&Subject=&keywords=Examiner+GCSE+English&PageIndex=1&Number=17



